In an interview, Miller said that he saw novels as 'part way between the dream and the interpretation'. Does this feel true of The Land in Winter? 

Why do you think this novel starts in a lunatic asylum? 

Some readers feel Eric Parry is a monster. Others see him as just 'an ordinary man'. What do you think? 

The friendship between Irene and Rita is at the heart of the novel. How would you describe their friendship? Is it a friendship of equals? Do you think it will last?

The men in this novel are at their least comfortable in their own homes. What is the source of their unease?

Eric thinks that love might just be a willingness to pay attention to another person, to make the necessary effort to do that. Is he on to something? Or is this just another example of his emotional illiteracy? 

Is Alison a strong woman entitled to find some excitement in a life of crushing boredom, or a self-centred schemer who deserves her comeuppance? What do you think her future is?

Talking to Eric, Alison says she says she sees a great deal of kindness in people. Who is kind in this novel? And in what ways?

1962 - a 'good' time? Or one we should be glad to have left behind? 




















/ends
